[image: image1.jpg]


Ben Morris

303-598-8635

benmorrisdance@gmail.com
www.socalswingdance.com 

www.benmorrisdance.com
http://lindyandparty.com 
July 27th, 2010                              
-Abbreviated Bio
-Extended Bio
-Abbreviated List of Accomplishments

-Dance Organization/Studio Involvement


Abbreviated Bio

Born in Kirkland, Washington, Ben Morris began swing dancing at the age of 12 after moving to Denver, Colorado.  He now lives in Orange, California, and is a recent graduate from UCLA with a degree is Business Economics and Accounting.  Ben began teaching in 2003, and now travels all over California, as well as nationally and internationally, to teach, compete, judge, and perform.  Both a Champion Lindy Hopper and a Champion West Coast Swing Dancer; he is a 2 time World Swing Dance Champion, 3 time U.S. Open Swing Dance Champion, Spirit of Lindy Hop award winner, a California Swing Dance Hall of Fame award winner, and a featured dancer in the movie Love N’ Dancing and the Leann Rimes Music Video “Swingin.”  He’s known for his fun dance style, infectious personality, and enjoyable workshops. In addition to improving his own swing dancing and expanding his horizons into other dance forms, Ben’s current goals are to improve the Southern California swing dance community as a whole and bring swing dancing to schools.
Extended Bio

Born in Kirkland, Washington, Ben Morris began swing dancing at the age of 12 after moving to Denver, Colorado.   He started with East Coast Swing, but quickly developed an interest in Lindy Hop – and by the time he was 13 Ben was going out dancing two to three nights a week.  In 2001 Ben began to travel for Lindy Hop camps and competitions, although the ones he attended were mainly on the East Coast at this point.  At the 2001/2002 New Years Dance Extravaganza in Danvers, Massachusetts, Ben became interested in, and subsequently began to compete in, West Coast Swing in addition to Lindy Hop.

In the summer of 2002 Ben partnered up with Samantha Buckwalter, another youth dancer from California, to do a routine in the Young Adult division at the US Open Swing Dance Championships.  At this point Ben began traveling primarily to events in California, so that he could practice with Samantha.  At the 2002 US Open they took 5th place in the Young Adult division with a routine that combined both Lindy Hop and West Coast Swing.  Afterwards they decided to part ways, but are now very close as friends.

Ben continued traveling to California for both West Coast Swing and Lindy Hop, and in July of 2003, he teamed up with Melina Ramirez for the coming US Open.  They traveled back and forth between California and Colorado to work on their routines, and while in California working on his West Coast Swing routine with Melina, Ben attended the Camp Hollywood National Jitterbug Championships and received the Spirit of Lindy Hop award.  Their hard work paid off and Ben and Melina kicked off their partnership by winning the Young Adult division at the 2003 US Open, and again in 2005.  As Ben and Melina’s dancing met with more and more success, they began sharing their love for dance by teaching others. After moving up to the adult Classic division they won several National Championships, and took 2nd at the US Open two times.

Ben also won the Showcase division at the 2006 US Open Swing Dance Championships with Carla Heiney - the first time a vintage style swing routine has won that division since the early 80’s.  In their year of working together Ben and Carla taught around the country and the world and had many other accomplishments, including winning the Pro Lindy Hop division at the 2007 National Jitterbug Championships and being included as featured dancers in the movie Love N’ Dancing.

Although he was constantly traveling to California, Ben worked for Caryn Carbanaro at CMdance in Denver (cmdance.org) as well, helping to organize events and workshops throughout the year – earning himself the title of “unofficial CEO.”  During this time, Ben was also a full time student at University of Denver High School, where he maintained a 4.0 GPA and went through the process of applying to college.  After turning down Cornell, Columbia, and MIT, Ben chose to pursue his dancing and education in Southern California at UCLA.

Additionally, Ben has a somewhat unofficial partnership with Doug Silton – the two of them pleasing many crowds together with the four half Lindy Hop/half West Coast Swing, half comedy/half serious, routines they’ve done together since 2004.  At the 2007 National Jitterbug Championships they took second place in the Showcase division together.  They now run an annual Lindy Hop event every September in Phoenix called the Lindy and Party Dance Weekend. 

Ben currently lives in Orange, California and is a graduate from UCLA in the undergraduate business economics department. He travel all over California, as well as nationally and internationally, to teach, compete, judge, and perform.  He was a featured dancer in the Leann Rimes music video, “Swingin,” and performed on stage with her at the CMT Awards.  Ben also regularly teaches group classes all over Southern California, and is helping to bring West Coast Swing to schools and youth.

Ben has dabbled in many dances, including Balboa, Argentine Tango, Salsa, Mambo, Hip Hop, Jazz, Ballroom, and Country – but his love for swing dancing is still the strongest. He continues to work on his dancing socially and competitively in both Lindy Hop and West Coast Swing while still maintaining the separate spirits and styles of the two dances. In addition his current goals are to improve the Southern California swing dance community as a whole and bring swing dancing to schools.

Abbreviated List of Accomplishments

2010

· 1st Place, Chicago Classic, Classic Division

· 1st Place, Mad Jam, Classic Division

· 1st Place, LAPD Classic, Champions Strictly Swing

· 2nd Place, USA Grand Nationals, Classic Division & Champions Strictly Swing

· 2nd Place, Seattle Easter Swing, Classic Division

· 2nd Place, Monterey Swingfest, Champions Jack & Jill

· 2nd Place, Summer Dance Camp, Champions Strictly Swing

· 2nd Place, Jack and Jill O’Rama, Champions Strictly Swing and Jack & Jill

· 3rd Place, Swingdiego, Classic Division & Champions Strictly Swing
· 3rd Place, Swingtime in the Rockies, Classic Division

· 3rd Place, Monterey Swingfest, Champions Strictly Swing

· 3rd Place, Mad Jam, Champions Strictly Swing & Champions Jack & Jill

· 3rd Place, Chicago Classic, Champions Strictly Swing

· 3rd Place, Boston Tea Party, Champions Strictly Swing

· 3rd Place, Champions Jack & Jill

· 3rd Place, LAPD Classic, Champions Jack & Jill
· Featured dancer in the Leann Rimes music video “Swingin”

· Performed on stage for CMT Awards as backup for Leann Rimes

· Phoenix 4th of July, Champion of Champions
· Capital Swing, Invitational Champions

2009

· 1st Place, Virginia State Open, Classic & Champions Jack & Jill

· 1st Place, Swingdiego, Champions Strictly Swing

· 1st Place, Boogie by the Bay, Strictly Lindy

· 1st & 3rd Place, The Chicago Classic, Champions Jack and Jill (danced twice)

· 1st Place, Halloween Swingthing, Champions Strictly Swing & Jack and Jill

· 1st Place, Reno Dance Sensation, Champions Strictly Swing

· 2nd Place, US Open Swing Dance, Classic Division

· 2nd Place, Swingtime in the Rockies, Classic Division & Champions Strictly Lindy

· 2nd Place, Swing Dance America, Classic Division

· 2nd Place, Boogie by the Bay, Lindy Showcase
· 2nd Place, Boston Tea Party, Champions Strictly Swing

· 2nd Place, The Chicago Classic, Champions Strictly Swing

· 2nd Place, Swing Dance America, Champions Crossover Jack and Jill

· 2nd Place, Los Angeles Premier Dance Classic, Champions Strictly Swing & Jack and Jill

· 3rd Place, USA Grand Nationals, Classic Division

· 3rd Place, Boogie by the Bay, Classic Division

· 3rd Place, Summer Hummer, Classic Division & Champions Strictly Swing
· 3rd Place, UCWDC World Country Dance Championships, Invitational Classic Division

· 3rd Place, US Open Swing Dance, Champions Strictly Swing
· 3rd Place, Swingtime in the Rockies, Champions Strictly Swing

· 3rd Place, Boston Tea Party, Champions Crossover Jack and Jill
· 4th Place, Swingdiego, Classic Division

· 4th Place, Seattle Easter Swing, Classic Division

· Phoenix 4th of July, Champion of Champions
· Capital Swing, Invitational Champions
2008

· 1st Place – World Swing Dance Championships, Classic Division
· 1st Place – Swingdiego, Champions Strictly Swing
· 1st Place – Jack and Jill O’Rama, Champions Strictly Swing
· 2nd Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Classic Swing Division
· 2nd Place - UCWDC World Country Dance Championships, Invitational Classic Swing Division

· 2nd Place – Swingdiego, Classic Division
· 2nd Place – Phoenix 4th of July, Champion of Champions Division

· 2nd Place – Boogie by the Bay, Champions Strictly Swing

· 2nd Place – Los Angeles Premier Dance Classic, Champions Jack and Jill

· 3rd Place – USA Grand Nationals, Classic Division

· 3rd Place – World Swing Dance Championships, Champions Strictly Swing

· 3rd Place – Boogie by the Bay, Champions Jack and Jill

· 3rd Place – Jack and Jill O’Rama, Champions Jack and Jill

· 4th Place – Seattle Easter Swing, Classic Division
· 5th Place – Capital Swing, Classic Division

· California Swing Dance Hall Of Fame Award Winner

· Phoenix 4th of July, Champion of Champions
· Capital Swing, Invitational Champion

2007
· 1st Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Pro Lindy Division

· 1st Place – World Swing Dance Championships, Invitational Crossover Jack and Jill

· 1st Place – Boston Tea Party, Champions Crossover Jack and Jill

· 1st Place – Bridgetown Swing, Champions Jack and Jill

· 1st Place – Boston Tea Party, Champions Strictly Lindy

· 1st Place – Wicked Lindy Weekend, Champion Jack and Jill

· 1st Place – Reno Dance Sensation, Champions Strictly Lindy

· 1st Place – Mid Atlantic Dance Jam, Champions Strictly Swing

· 1st Place – Boogie by the Bay, Strictly Lindy

· 2nd Place – Phoenix 4th of July, Champions of Champions division

· 2nd Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Showcase Division (w/Doug Silton, Ben following)

· 3rd Place – Seattle Easter Swing, Classic Division

· 3rd Place – Summer Hummer, Classic Division

· 3rd Place – US Open Swing Dance Champions, Champions Strictly Swing

· 3rd Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Jitterbug Contest

· 3rd Place – Swingin’ New England, Invitational Jack and Jill

· 3rd Place – Swingin’ New England, Invitational Strictly Lindy

· 4th Place – Boogie by the Bay, Classic Division

· 5th Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Classic Division

· 5th Place – USA Grand Nationals, Classic Division

· 5th Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Fast Dance Division

· Phoenix 4th of July, Champion of Champions

· Capital Swing, Invitational Champion

· Filmed as a featured dancer in the upcoming movie, Love n’ Dancing

2006

· 1st Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Showcase Division (1st Lindy Hop routine to win in over 20 years)

· 1st Place – USA Grand Nationals, Junior Swing Division

· 1st Place – Swingdiego, Young Adult Division

· 1st Place – Swingin New England Champions, Strictly Lindy

· 2nd Place – Reno Dance Sensation, Champions Jack and Jill

· 3rd Place – America’s Classic, Classic Division

· 3rd Place – America’s Classic, Professional Strictly Swing

· 5th Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Classic Division

· 5th Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Champions Strictly Swing

· 5th Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Pro Jack and Jill

· California Swing Dance Hall of Fame nominee

· Capital Swing, Invitational Champion

· Phoenix 4th of July, Champion of Champions

2005

· 1st Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Young Adult Division

· 1st Place – Swingdiego, Young Adult Division

· 1st Place – USA Grand Nationals, Strictly Lindy

· 1st Place – Summer Hummer, Champions Jack and Jill

· 1st Place – Halloween Swingthing, Champions Jack and Jill

· 3rd Place – UCWDC World Country Dance Championships Invitational Classic Swing Division

· 3rd Place – Jack and Jill O’Rama, Champions Strictly Swing

· 5th Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Pro Jack and Jill

· Annie Hirsch and Jack Carey Junior Role Model Scholarship Award

· Phoenix 4th of July, Champion of Champions

2004

· 1st Place – Swingdiego Young Adult Division

· 1st Place, Boogie by the Bay, Young Adult Division

· 1st Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Jitterbug Contest

· 1st Place – Capital Swing, Juniors Jack and Jill

· 2nd Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Young Adult Division

· 2nd Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Pro Lindy Division

· 2nd Place – Reno Dance Sensation, Champions Strictly Lindy

· 2nd Place – South Bay Dance Festival, Invitational Jack and Jill

· 5th Place – National Jitterbug Championships, Pro Jack and Jill

· National Jitterbug Championships, Spirit of Lindy Hop Award Winner

· Organizer of the Youth Swing Dance Challenge

2003

· 1st Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Young Adult division

· 1st Place – Boogie by the Bay, Young Adult division

· 3rd Place – Ultimate Lindy Hop Showdown, Champions Jack and Jill

2002

· 5th Place – US Open Swing Dance Championships, Young Adult division
Dance Organization Involvement

2001-2004
CMDance 




Unofficial CEO/Event Coordinator

2002-2004
Rocky Mountain Swing Dance Club

Youth Representative

2002-2004
Colorado Swing Dance Club


Board Member

2006-2010
DanceSportCA



Dance Instructor/Promoter

2005-current
Ben Morris Dance



Owner
2008-current 
Atomic Ballroom



Dance Instructor/Promoter

2008-2009
Skinny’s Lounge



Dance Instructor/Promoter

2008-current
SoCal Swing Dance



Owner

2009

CSU Fullerton




Fitness Center Dance Instructor
2009-current
Swing Dance Club @ UCI


Instructor
2009-current
Lindy and Party Dance Weekend

Organizer/Instructor
